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TFA fights educational inequality Alcohol violations

increase on campus

By Corrine Wang
STAFF WRITER

I

n their 14-year
history, Teach For
America has strived
to eliminate educa
tional inequality in
the nation's school systems.
It is the vision of Teach for
America to call upon out
standing college graduates, the
future leaders of the country,
to commit two years to teach
in low-income communities,
and therefore become lifelong
leaders for change.
Corps members are placed in
22 locations across the country.
The placement sites in less
affluent communities include
New York City, the Missis
sippi Delta, Las Vegas and the
Rio Grande Valley. To date, 12
University of San Diego alumni
have participated in Teach For
America and remain committed
to educational equity. Three are
currently teaching in urban and
rural public schools across the
nation.
Lalona Hughes, regional

By Kenneth Creech
STAFF WRITER

N

COURTESY OF TEACH FOR AMERICA

A Teach for America volunteer works with an elementary school
student.

recruitment director for Teach
For America, is an advocate
for the prevailing issue of edu
cational inequality. She visited
USD for the first time on Oct.
19, hoping to reach out to stu
dents who have never heard of
this program.
"The feedback on this cam
pus is amazing. I've never felt
so embraced. The faculty is 100
percent supportive; the students
are 100 percent supportive,"
Hughes said.

She participated in the pro
gram from 2002 to 2004 after
graduating from the University
of Virginia with a degree in the
government of philosophy.
"When I was in Phoenix,
I taught a 15-year old who
couldn't read. It was the hard
est thing I'd ever done. When
we first started we didn't have
pencils or any other supplies,
but this experience inspired me.
Please see Teach, page 3

early two
months into
the semester,
students on
campus may
have noticed the frequency
with which The Vista reports
Public Safety run-ins with
alcohol violations and minors
in possession (MIP's). Each
week, Public Safety receives
noise complaints and catches
numerous MIP's around cam
pus. While drinking on a col
lege campus is not a problem
unique to USD, some unique
factors for this University play
a key role.
According to the Undergrad
uate Admissions office, there
were 1173 incoming freshmen
this year, which is an increase
of at least one hundred students
from last year. Add the new
transfer students, numbering

337, and the number of incom
ing students is well over that
of any other incoming class
in the past. In addition to the
issue of the mass influx, the
student body at USD is a young
population. Some freshmen are
still 17.
In Sept. 2003, the number
of USD students involved in
alcohol-related violations lead
ing to detox was 34, which was
then split by sex evenly with 17
of those students being male
and 17 being female. In Sept.
2004, 36 USD students were
sent to detox for alcohol-related
violations. This year, however,
the number of alcohol-related
violations by male students
was double that of female stu
dents, according to information
presented by Larry Barnett of
Public Safety.
Public Safety did not begin
sending students to detox until
Please see Alcohol, page 3

Peacemaker shares views
on conflict in Sri Lanka
By Katie Conlon
STAFF WRITER

A

feeling of sur
real peace is
in the air as
sunlight filters
through the
lush Sri Lankan jungle, fram
ing a husband and wife as they
share their hopes and dreams of
the future. "Not until there is
peace do I want children," re
sponds the man. Their serenity
is suddenly shattered, but not
because of the man's response.
Government soldiers' storm
through the foliage, in full
camo, heavily armed, followed
by tanks.
This scene is one of the
beginning shots of the Tamil
movie "Kannathil Muthamittal" (translated as "a kiss on
the cheek"). Shreen Saroor of
Sri Lanka, one of the Women
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Peacemakers visiting the USD
campus over the next seven
weeks, screened this film Tues
day, Oct.5, to help explain
the struggles confronting Sri
Lankan society. Saroor is one
of four Women Peacemakers
invited by the Institute of Peace
and Justice (IPJ) to discuss
issues facing women in tense
areas around the globe. Other
speakers are Luz Mendez from
Guatemala, Zarina Salamat
from Pakistan, and Christina
Thorpe from Sierra Leone. The
IPJ also recruited four female
writers to document the Women
Peacemakers' visit, which will
result in a book compiling their
perspectives from their respec
tive countries. Responding to
the IPJ mission of "Fostering
peace, cultivating justice, and
creating a safer world," the IPJ
Please see

Top right: USD students perform a song
in Spanish during Friday's Multicultural
Night, sponsored by the United Front
Multicultural Center. Above: Polynesian
dancers invited by Aikante '0 Hawai'i
perform onstage. Left: Performers invited
by FUSO hold up a Chinese dragon.

Peace, page 2
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decided that these women's
stories, insights, and hopes for
the future should be told.
In her discussion, Saroor,
the Founder of Mannar Wom
en's Development Federation,
(MWDF) explained the com
plex Sri Lankan scenario with
eloquence and displayed a deep
understanding of political,
economic, social, and cultural
issues. She reviewed many of
the scenes from the film for
clarification, holding the audi
ence in rapt attention.
The conflict in Sri Lanka is
the result of animosity between
the Tamil minority and the Sin
halese majority over homeland
territory. The Tamil Guerilla
forces, The Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), also
known as 'the Tamil tigers,'
aspire to gain the north and east
parts of Sri Lanka as their own
homeland.
Saroor said 'the Tamil tigers'
reputation includes: rarely
being caught alive by govern
ment authorities - they swallow
cyanide (which hangs around
their necks) if they are caught;
having both women and chil
dren among their ranks; and

around the brush guard of
a vehicle.
Palomar Hall- Public Safety
officers discovered two 1"
Nazi bolt symbols drawn on
wall of stairwell. Mainte
nance employees removed
the symbols.

and a handmade spear.
They were confiscated.
The subjects also admit
ted to previously shooting
projectiles from the air
pistol and launching items
with the slingshot at people
near Maher Hall.

Parking structure- An
officer witnesses a fire
hose pulled from its stor
age rack and wrapped

Hughes Center- Officers
#iMessed a student vomit
ing on the side of a car. Of
ficers determined she was
intoxicated and incapable
of taking care of herself.
Student was transported to
Detox.
Maher Hall- Officers
received report from a
parent involving bias-moti
vated words written on a
dry erase board.
Maher Hall- While inves
tigating bias motivated
incident, subjects were also
found to be in possession
of slingshots, an air pistol

University Center- Officers
witnessed a student stand
ing in roadway yelling
obscenities. Subject was
intoxicated and uncoopera
tive. He was transported
to Detox.
Missions Crossroads- A
student cursing loudly on
his cell phone was deter
mined to be intoxicated,
and was taken to Detox.
San Luis- Officers respond
ed to a call involving a
female experiencing alcohol
poisoning. The subject was
transported to the hospital
by paramedics.

starting the tactic of 'suicide
bombing.' The LTTE's le
thal suicide attacks caught the
world's attention in May 1991,
when a female suicide bomber
assassinated the former Indian
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi,
while he was touring on an elec
tion campaign in Madras.
The current president of Sri
Lanka, Chandrika Kumaratunga, was also a target in Decem
ber 1999 and lost sight in her
left eye after a female suicide
bomb explosion. Over the last
17 years, there have been a total
of 217 suicide bombers - the
majority of them women.
The election of nine Bud
dhist monks to parliament in
April this year exemplifies
how Sinhala nationalism has
embraced the island solely as a
Buddhist state.
As a result, religions are
pitted against each other in an
"ethnic conflict." Saroor says
the conflict has created unease
for the minority Muslim popu
lation in Sri Lanka. Fundamen
talist Muslims do not want to be
left out of the bargaining and are
demanding a separate territory
of their own in the East.
The unregulated fighting
has forced people to flee their
homes, and currently 700,000

internally displaced persons
are in Sri Lanka, with another
50,000 refugees in India.
Saroor recalls the standard
"ready to run bag" she kept by
her bedside at all times, filled
with one set of clothes, water,
biscuits, and medicine. If the
fighting began, she would "just
grab it [the bag] and run to the
nearby spider holes."
The army frequently starts
bombing before the villages
are cleared of people. Saroor
laments that this is something
not typically reported in main
stream media.
Currently, under the cover of
a ceasefire, LTTE continues to
kill political opponents. In the
recent past, LTTE has killed
many Tamil politicians, journal
ists, and human right activists.
They are also active in recruit
ing child soldiers - there are
estimated 6,000 child soldiers
in LTTE.
Despite the ceasefire, both
sides are in the process of stock
piling more weapons. Signs
do not point to a lasting peace,
but signal that another round of
fighting is soon to begin. Saroor
says that developed world pow
ers "haven't done enough to
help end the fighting."
In her time here at USD, Sa-

roor hopes to share a firsthand
account of the current situation
in her country, and create un
derstanding for what is really
happening on the other side of
the world.
Saroor encourages students
to research on their own and
learn about Sri Lanka's two
decade-old civil war. For stu
dents to become better informed
about the situation, and read ar
ticles not biased by mainstream
media, she suggests some online
journals maintained by human
rights activists and freethinking
intellectuals (uthr.org and linesmagazine.org).
Taking a proactive approach
to bridging the gap between
nations, Saroor represents the
collective aspiration for peace.
The Women PeaceMakers will be holding a series of
lectures and events at the IPJ
over the following weeks for
the benefit of USD students
and staff.
These events provide the op
portunity to learn about world
issues, and assess how these
topics should be handled le
gally, ethically, politically,
culturally, and economically
- evoking critical questions
that correlate with all aspects
of studies.

per rack reported.
Manchester Village- Fire
alarm caused by cooking.
Lagnna Hall- Officers found
rathrsmkents intoxicated
and the students were
transported to Detox. One
student was rejected by
Detox, and sent to county
jail. All were cited for MIP.
Missions A- Noise com
plaint of loud talking and
music.
Kroc garage- Student re
ported damage done to her
car due to a leaking pipe.
Shiley Technology CenterOfficers saw a suspicious
person with burglary tools.
The subject was arrested
by SDPD.

NEWS

The Vista
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2001, but since the practice
began, the number of cases sent
per year has increased dramati
cally from 21 cases in 2001 to
119 cases last year.
There are, however, people
and groups on campus that are
striving to keep alcohol and
alcohol-related problems to a
minimum. With a new head
football coach at USD this
year, the team's alcohol policy
has been changed in a way that
places responsibility and dis
cipline to avoid alcohol viola
tions on the players. The policy
makes use of a point system in
which alcohol violations accrue
negative "points" for the player
that violates the policy. After a
certain number of points have
been recorded, the player is sent
before a player council, which

then decides on a punishment.
"I feel like the players take
pride in disciplining themselves
during the season and school
year," said Head Football Coach
Jim Harbaugh. He said that the
team's alcohol policy matches
both the policy on campus and
the policy outlined in the USD
student handbook.
Harbaugh said that the reac
tions he has received from play
ers on the football team about
the alcohol policy began as
questioning and resistance, but
he has not received any negative
feedback recently.
"I have been hearing from
players that it [keeping in accor
dance with the alcohol policy]
has not been an easy thing to do,
but they feel a lot healthier," said
Harbaugh. "It is nothing that we
feel their parents wouldn't ask
them to do."

INGRID HERNANDEZ-MONROY

Many college students' social activities revolve around alcohol.

2004 Asian Film Festival attracts
bigger crowds than ever before
By Abbigail Brooks
STAFF WRITER

What can you get for three
bucks at USD these days? Well,
there are always three Dasani
water bottles at the Deli, a bum
per sticker for mom and dad's
car, half a Garden Burger at the
Grille...
Or, you could get a whole lot
of Asian.
This past weekend marked
the fifth annual San Diego Asian
Film Festival, and the USD
campus for the fifth consecu
tive year was host to several of
the festival's films. For just $3
each, students could check out
seven different feature films,
shorts and documentaries, talk
with some of the directors and
actors, or head down the hill for
more screenings at the Hazard
Center and Double Tree Hotel.
In 1999, the SDAFF was
still just a spark in the back
of executive director and San
Diego news anchor Lee Ann
Kim's mind.
"I was lying in bed think
ing about ways to engage the
larger San Diego community in
dialogue about Asian-American
issues. We needed something
inclusive, culturally enriching

Tutoring program gives students
rewarding experience with kids
By Joe Jackson
STAFF WRITER

The South East San Diego
tutoring program allows USD
students to earn English credits
by tutoring students at lowincome schools in San Diego.
Sister Betsy Walsh created the
program 20 years ago. She de
cided to utilize USD's English
department to help students in
some underprivileged schools
in San Diego.
There are 28 USD students
tutoring in the program this
semester. They go to the South
East San Diego schools and
tutor elementary and middle
school students one on one.
The program includes Holy
Family Elementary, St. Pat
rick's Middle School, St. Jude's
School, Brooklyn Elementary
and Montgomery Elementary.
USD students receive one
unit for every 30 hours they
tutor. Tutors turn in a journal
to Dr. David Hay of the Eng
lish department each week to
monitor their progress as well
as the progress of the students
in the South Eastern San Diego
schools. Students can earn up
to three credits through the pro

gram. These 90 hours of work
can be spread over the students'
entire time at USD.
Although the program is run
through the English department,
English is not the only subject
in which South East San Diego
students are tutored. The tutors
help the students in all subjects.
The tutors do not have to be
English majors to be involved
in the program.
Dr. Hay, who has been run
ning the program for four years,
sees the program as being very
beneficial. "There is a huge
need for this kind of work in
the schools we go to," Hay said,
"Even though the teachers are
very committed there are too
many students in the classroom.
There is an enormous diversity
in the students' language skills
and previous education. Many
of the students in the classrooms
are either too far ahead and are
bored, or too far behind and
just lost."
English is the second lan
guage of most of the tutored
students. The teachers and the
administration of the schools
choose the tutored students.
Rosa Lopez, a sophomore
who currently tutors at St. Pat
rick's Elementary, described
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the educational dynamic of
the school, she said. "It is very
interesting because many of the
students commute every day
from Tijuana," Lopez said.
She also explained the inter
action with the tutored students,
"Little kids do not give their
trust easily, so it is a great feel
ing when they trust you. When
this happens you get more than
you feel like you are giving,"
she said.
Monica Escobar, a freshman
who currently tutors at Holy
Family Elementary, described
her experience as very inter
esting. "When you watch the
students' minds work, it reminds
you of how you had to think
through problems when you
were young. It is very interest
ing to think of how far your
mind comes," she explained.
Hay believes that the tutors
are able to learn a lot from
their experience. "Students are
surprised at what they get back
from the students they tutor,"
he said.
USD students who are inter
ested in getting involved with
this program should contact
Dr. Hay at dhay@sandiego.edu
or visit his office in Founders
175A.

yet non-threatening, and fun.
And that's when it hit me,"
Kim wrote in the festival's 2004
program.
The first SDAFF festival
came together in the Aug. 2000
under the command of Kim
and her right-hand woman, Dr.
Leeva Chung, recruited from
USD's Communication Studies
department.
"She just called me out of
the blue one day and asked if
I'd be interested in working on
an Asian film festival project
in San Diego. I thought, 'How
exciting, what a great thing to be
involved in,"' Chung said.
Chung became the official
USD representative, and she,
along with Kim and an exten
sive crew of volunteers led by
USD's Dr. Kristin Moran began
creating a film festival.
"It was total ghetto grass
roots," Chung said.
The SDAFF's beginnings
included talent flying in from
across the globe and paying $50
a night to be put up in a Maher
dormitory, volunteers buzzing
around campus in golf carts and
a homemade projection booth to
screen films in Shiley Theatre.
Since 2000, however, SDAFF
has made a lot of progress. In
Cont. from Teach, pg. 1

I will fight for educational
equity until the day I die,"
Hughes added.
500 corps members were
first involved in the Teach
For America program when
it began in 1990. Since then,
more than 12,000 college
graduates have participated
in the program. Collectively,
they have directly impacted
the lives of more than 1.75
million students.
These corps members in
clude graduates from all ma
jors, coming from some of the
country's most elite colleges.
93 percent of these graduates
hold an average GPA of 3.5
and have also had leadership
experience through extracur
ricular activities.
"Admission to Teach For
America is highly selective,
but it is not competitive. Who
ever fits the criteria gets in,"
Hughes said.
According to Hughes,
Teach for America seeks to
identify potential candidates
before their senior year by
deputizing those who served
as teachers in the program to
give in-class presentations and
hold informational sessions.
"I think the program is
amazing, but I have to find out
a little more about it before I
decide anything," said senior
John Kettnich. Like many
is

2002, the film festival began to
receive corporate sponsorship,
allowing for expansion.
Then, in 2003, the festival
officially became a foundation,
which brought further funding
and even more opportunities.
Today USD's involvement has
grown as well. Dr. Chung has
enlisted the help of her "Small
Groups Communication" class
in organizing the campus' ac
tivities.
From choosing a marketing
theme ("GO ASIAN!") to sell
ing tickets at the door, Chung's
class had their hands in every
aspect of the USD festival.
It seems like everyone's hard
work may have paid off. Rosalyn Hansrisuk, audio-visual
assistant at the Peace and Justice
Institute, estimated about 25-30
people attended each daytime
film at the Institute, while Sat
urday night's screening boasted
70 to 80 people. Compared
to 2000's 16 person-per-show
average, this year showed an
improvement. However, USD
senior Christina DelaCruz, who
attended a showing on Sunday
afternoon, said, "The numbers
were probably what 1 thought
they'd be, but it was still sad that
there weren't more people."
unsure of how his major relates
to teaching.
A recent study conducted by
Mathematica Policy Research
found that Teach For America
corps members in elemen
tary grades affected greater
gains in reading and math than
would typically be expected in
a year.
In addition, a June 2004
survey conducted by Kane,
Parsons & Associates revealed
that 95 percent of principals
say they would hire a Teach For
America corps member if the
opportunity arose. 63 percent
of them rated corps members as
being more effective than their
other faculty members.
President George W. Bush
is one of the many influential
public figures who lends his
support to this program. "I
hope young Americans all
across the country think about
joining Teach For America," he
has said.
Teach For America strives to
compensate for the socio-eco
nomic challenges that students
in unprivileged communities
face and hopes to inspire them
to achieve dramatic academic
gains. Many college graduates
come out of this experience
inspired.
"It's hard to explain how
you'll change personally and
professionally. Your heroes
become 10 year-olds," Hughes
said.
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Brooke McSpadden, Campus Editor
brooke-07@sandiego.edu
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A method behind the madness:

The word
around
campus...
What is the weirdest
Halloween costume you've
ever seen or been?

"A cupcake. She wore a beaded
hat with a candle in the middle
and a pink outfit with a tutu."
Claudia Duron, graduate student

"I was a road. I wore all black and
cut out yellow pieces of cardboard
and pasted them on my body"
Colin Dowd, sophomore

A USD traffic court jury member lends insight to the other side of ticket appeals
By Joe Jackson
STAFF WRITER

As the director of parking services at
USD, Jessica Kwiatkowski is the head
of the student traffic court jury. The jury
is in charge of deciding traffic ticket ap
peals. Kwiatkowski, a junior, has been
involved in traffic court since she was a
freshman. Her job is one that can draw
a lot of heat from her fellow students,
but I felt it was important to look at the
issue from her perspective.
Joe Jackson: What drew you to be
come involved in USD traffic court?
Jessica Kwiatkowski: During my
freshman year I wasn't really involved in
anything and I got a call from the director
and she asked me to take part. I wasn't
really doing anything on campus, and I
was really involved in student govern
ment in high school, so I thought this
would be a good way to get involved
on campus.
JJ: Have you ever gotten a ticket on
campus?
JK: Actually I did, freshman year—it
was my only citation. 1 was parked in the
valley, where I lived, but my car alarm
went off in the middle of the night and
I didn't know it. I got a ticket for noise
disturbance and then they towed my car
to the Peace and Justice parking struc
ture. I got the ticket down to a warning,
then I had to pay the forty dollars for
the towing because when you get the

towing you have to pay the forty dollars
no matter what.
JJ: What do you like about being the
director of traffic court?
JK: It's something that everyone
deals with every single day; it's park
ing. Unfortunately there are people who
ignore the rules.
It's helping people, grow up and take
responsibility for their actions. Yet when
people have very valid reasons why they
parked in the spot that they did, they
were sick or something, we like to take
that ticket away from them because it is
something they can't really have much
control over. It's a weeding out process
which is important in any community.
J J: You mention the weeding out
process; can you see your skills of weed
ing things out helping you in a future
career?
JK: I love watching "Law and Order"
and things like that, but I am actually a
history student and am getting my teach
ing credential to teach high school.
It is kind of the same thing, you are
teaching people responsibility and you
are helping them grow and mature. I
am not saying that I am better than ev
erybody else, but sometimes you need
people to help you along the, way. It's
protecting people that need to be pro
tected and making people accountable
and responsible when they need to be.
JJ: How many citations have you
looked at this semester?
JK: We get three to four a week of

them coming in, that's for the final ap
peal. For the first written appeal, I would
say we average thirty per week.
People are getting citations all the
time, which is sad, but we are trying to
do things to help people be aware. We are
setting up a page on Unet which will say
parking regulations and you will click on
it and it will be all of the regulations. We
are going to re design the pamphlet that
we have. It just comes down to people
making choices and owning up to those
choices.
JJ: What is the funniest appeal you
have ever heard?
JK: We have some really funny ones.
We love it when the law school students
appeal because they write these big long
[appeals] comparing it to regular San
Diego county laws, that's always fun.
JK: There is a new rule. San Diego
Police Department is now coming on
campus and they are giving tickets for
fire lanes and handicapped spots. So
people can get tickets from San SDPD.
and campus. I don't have an exact num
ber but it can be a lot of money. It can
get up there to like around six hundred
dollars depending on where they are
parked. They do have to pay those, those
are non-arguable.

USD's traffic jury is in need of stu
dents to serve. If you are interested
in becoming involved in traffic court,
contact Jessica at jk3@sandiego.edu or
extension 5256.

"We're going to be the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles."
Kyla Lackie, senior

"My sister was a table. She had a
cardboard rectangle afpund her
and her head was the centerpiece."
Brady Johnson, freshman
j
t
•

and stuck cows and houses all
over them and spun around."
Andrea Grim, senior

'
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You caw
tell you aif
too old to
Trick-orlreat whew
By Kenneth Creech
STAFF WRITER

1. Your system cannot
handle the sugar anymore and
you are in a sugar coma for the
first week of November

2. The people that answer
the door ask you where your
little brother or sister is hid
ing.
5, You have been wearing
the adult-sired costumes for

4. You have dressed up as
everything at least once.
5 After walking around
for a few blocks you complain
about having sore feet.

6.

People answer the door,
look at you, shake their heads
and close the door in your
face.
7 You are offered alcohol
instead of candy.
$. All of your friends re
fuse to go with you because
they are going to house parties
instead.

9, You

wear your uniform
from work as your costume.

10. You are worried that
the hard candy may break one
of your permanent teeth.
1 1. Your bad hair day is
someone else's great idea of
a wig.
12. The plastic Barbie
mask you wanted to wear only
covers half of your face,

15. By simply wearing
no makeup at all you win the
scariest costume prize.
14. You tower over the rest
of the kids roaming the streets
of your neighborhood.
'

15. You dress up as an
elderly person and don't need
any makeup to pull it off.

Debate over the presidency

A Democrat's view of John Kerry's victory A Republican's perspective of second term
By Victor Salcido
STAFF WRITER

What would it mean ifSena
tor John R Kerry w as'.elected
PresidetjJ if the I nitedfctates?
In my humble opinion, ft would
mean a new day both for the
country and the world, ft would
mean a rejection of unilateral
ism and a "We don't care what
yiu think'"" foreign policy Jj
wolld mean recognition of the
fact that we are safer in a world
where we are respected and
admired instead of just feared
and distrusted. It would mean
a clear shift in the direction we
as a country are heading in right
here at home.
It would mean that we as a
people have stood up and said
that profits for powerful corpo
ration such as Halliburton do
not matter more than paychecks
for factory workers in Ohio.
It would mean that we do not
accept the fact that we are the
only industrialized state in
the western world to not have
proper health-care coverage for
our citizens and seem to be do
ing nothing about it.
Over the past four years the
number of people who have no
health insurance has ballooned
to over 45 million. It would
mean that we do not agree with
having meetings concerning our
nation's energy policy behind
closed doors and not knowing
who was invited. In these and

other matters, we are heading
in the wrong direction, some
thing that has been a common
theme during this administra
tion. Would a Kerry victory
change all of that instantly? No,
but it would be a clear and major
step in the right direction.
A Kerry victory would mean
that
as a country recognize
that we are not betterjrff now
thin we were four years ago. A
Kerry we toiy #ouul prove, that
" t^as an%lec|gtatc respondbetterto a leader who uses hope as
his motivational tool, instead of
fear. It would mean that we have
chosen someone who has dedi
cated his entire life to serving
his country, in the military as a
young man and in public service
during his adult years. It would
mean that we recognize that a
person who has been to war and
seen war is better suited to make
decisions concerning war.
A Kerry victory will simply
mean change. It will make us
stronger at home and more
respected abroad. Every ballot
cast for Senator Kerry will be
a statement. It will be a state
ment concerning everything I
mentioned beforehand and so
much more. When Kerry wins it
will demonstrate to people that
we do have the power to change
the country. It will demonstrate
that we do have the power to
stand up and say "This isn't
right." We do have that power.
That is what a Kerry victory
will mean.

It is clear to see that while the
president's values are made pub
STAFF WRITER
lic, they in no way intrude upon
At the last presidential debate, an individual's freedom.
The president values freedom,
President Bush was asked what
part his faith plays in policy not only for our citizens, but
decisions. His response was worldwide. People believe we
that his faith is very personal, are doing wrong in the world
yet he respects a free society and are causing more harm than
and believes that all people can good. I would like those people
worship who or what they want, to go to a country that was not
free, and see if they could live
if anything at all.
But despite any religious there. Not only are the countries
differences, we are all equally we are in not free, but also they
American. This is important to are harvesting potential threats
consider as we embark on an to our country.
By being there, we are help
other presidential election that
could possibly turn this nation's ing those individuals, as well as
future around. Today, in the protecting ourselves. President
height of many big issues facing Bush has no intention of hurting
this election, I am finding more any person, whether they are
and more that each issue is plac American or not.
In war, tragedies such as death
ing a larger focus on the values
behind the issues raltaer than the are inevitable, but reflect the
facts behind thorn.strengjjfcflnd courage one has for
their coui^ry. As we remember
Espeeia
|
iciahy
those thai have died, we can
such as abortion and gay 'mal
riage, there is more divers it
remember them as he
and vjewpoims than in issues] roes protecting bur lives.
In making decisions this elecwhich are predomitntly two
sided i^e^P^ofromy or the fronseason. if i s important to
war. While president Bush val remember die right values which
ues life and opposes abortion, he will lead our cbuntry to four
does not support any legislation more successful years. President
that would deprive the right of a Bush values all forms of life and
will continue to respect the dif
woman to choose.
Likewise, President Bush ferences which make our country
does not support the killing of so wonderfully diverse and suc
new embryos for stem cell re cessful. The President firmly
search. However, he did fund stands on his values not only as
money for the research, making a president, but as an American
him the only president to do so citizen. God Bless America, and
with already harvested embryos. God Bless George W. Bush.
By Erin Cartaya

Third party adds flavor to U.S. politics
By Nick Keith
STAFF WRITER

I thought this country prided
itself on freedom of thought. I
was mistaken. I cannot remem
ber how many times someone
has asked me why I voted for
George W. Bush when I actu
ally cast my ballot for Ralph
Nader.
To this day, I get blamed for
the 527 votes that prohibited A1
Gore from becoming president.
Where did my individuality
go? What about my personal
autonomy? Must I conform to
one of two political parties? Has
it always been this way and if so,
how can I change it? The answer
is simple, and we have all heard
it before: political reform. How
ever, I am not here to preach to
you exactly how this should be
done. Rather, I am here to tell
you the obvious.
Consider how much fund

ing political parties get through
forms of soft money. This elec
tion year has reached a record
high of 3.9 billion dollars raised
for the candidates, versus the
2000 election which reached 3
billion dollars. To keep things
simple we should just consider
how much money these two
political parties get from Big
Brother (and I'm not talking
about a reality show, I'm talking
about the federal government).
In order for a political party to
become eligible for the govern
ment's money, they must attain
about five percent of the popular
vote. Five percent sounds like
a small number, right? Because
so few people are voting these
days it becomes quite, a chore
to get a measly five percent of
the American public to vote for
anything.
Interestingly, Nader received
about 4.3 percent of the vote in
2000; he missed the qualifica
tion by only a few percentage

points. And what makes this
worse is that now he is not even
on the ballot. Is this because this
election could be too close for
comfort? Perhaps it's the fact
that we are at war. Maybe it's
simply just a bunch of sore-los
ing democrats. Is this demo
cratic and is it right or fair for
the American public?
I think it goes a little too far
when numerous articles and
critiques are written about what
the first lady and her competi
tor are wearing. Shouldn't we
actually care about what they
are going to do for us rather than
what they are going to do for
the cover of People magazine?
Maybe that's the way Ameri
cans vote now. Perhaps wejust
like to hear only two sides ofia
multidimensional story.
Remember back when we
were children and we were en
couraged to take the road less
traveled rather than the road
everybody else took? That is

exactly the dilemma our politi
cal system is facing now.
Why must we limit ourselves
to just two parties when we have
our own Naders and Cobbs and
Badnariks? It's as easy as or
dering a kid's meal at Wendy's.
"Would you like a hamburger,
cheeseburger or chicken strips?"
There are only three options that
most people know about, but
Wendy's recognizes the fact that
Americans want more than what
they have right now.
Now even Wendy's is offer
ing mandarin oranges instead
of fries with their kid's meals.
Why can't our politics do that
as well? Can't politicians and
people alike realize that we are
uncomfortably full of burgers
and nuggets?
We want the flavorful and
robust mandarin oranges. We
want the exotic fruit that is not
offered in our sour and bland
patch of vegetables that we call
American politics.
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Bush Administration good for U.S.
Respect
democracy:
Vote next
Tuesday
By Brandon Bowe

STAFF WRITER

r^i
p I

By Jen
Rasmussen
EDITOR
IN CHIEF

I won't give you a free t-shirt.
You can't enter to win a trip. And P.
Diddy won't show up to congratulate
you for voting.
But next week's presidential elec
tion is important, even crucial, to our
next four years as young Americans.
The candidates' views on foreign
policy, health care, unemployment
and education directly affect all of
us. For example, of the 140,000
Americans cuirently serving in Iraq,
80% of them are under 35.
Politicians have recently been
contemplating what will happen
when all of our active soldiers have
been deployed. Although nothing
has been decided, the threat of a
draft in the coming years is a very
real possibility.
Also, the average American col
lege student graduates with $19,000
in"debt. The unemployment of
Americans under 25 is 10 percent,
significantly higher than the general
population.
For most of us, this is the first
presidential election we've been able
to participate in, and this responsi
bility and privilege should noi be
taken lightly. Choosing a President
and holding free elections are truly
American acts. AH flaws aside, de
mocracy is a huge privilege.
It is also important to respect de
mocracy and free speech. It has been
brought to my attention that political
posters, from both on-campus politi
cal organizations, have been defaced
or torn down.
This is hugely inappropriate,
because everyone has the right to
express opinions about political is
sues. Healthy political discourse
should be encouraged, and hopefully,
people will want others' voices to be
heard.
in the last 30 years, through our
voting, the 18-to-24 demographic
has correctly predicted every presi
dential election. But of the 42 mil
lion Americans between the ages
of 18-30, only 42% voted in 2000.
Imagine the difference that more
than 20 million additional votes
could have on the election.
So choose your issue. Vote for
the candidate that will serve you
best. Don't vote for a candidate
because your parents do, or your
roommates, or your friends.
Vote
your conscience, get informed, and
let's see the.difference our voting
demographic can make.

The next election is the most impor
tant in United States and world history.
Voters must ask before casting their
ballot, which candidate is going to keep
my family, and is preemptive warfare
the proper way to tackle the world's
great threat?
In recent history the world has had
to deal with four terrible "ism's". The
rise of totalitarianism and oppressive
regimes that killed millions; commu
nism also killed millions, communist
leader Joe Stalin is estimated at killing
22 million alone. Fascism, albeit brief,
under Hitler, slaughtered six million
Jews. In every case, it took the U.S.
and its allies to defeat them. Now we
face the fourth "ism," terrorism.
Terrorism has been around for de
cades, if not centuries, but we must
consider modem terrorism and modem
weapons that could be used by terror
ists are possibly the gravest threat in
history.
To put it into perspective, in 1994
Sadaam Hussein turned over to UN
weapons inspectors 5,127 gallons of
Botulinum Toxin. Spread properly,
that is enough toxin to kill the entire
world's population six times. Imag
ine weapons like these falling into the
wrong hands.
Look at the man and the administra
tion that's waging the current global
War on Terror. Many 'Bush-haters'
hate our President because he is a
corporate stooge, a liar, a unilateral
ist who is isolating America and the
worst president in almost every issue
from the environment to the economy
in history. I shall briefly try to prove
all these assertions false, and at the end
show that the Bush Administration is
not that bad.
Is Bush a liar? A search of every
speech Bush has made since taking
office shows that it cannot be proven
he lied. This is important in regards to
Weapons of Mass Destruction. Bush
thought they were there as did the
British, the Iranians the Egyptians and
many UN weapons inspectors.
Sadaam dropped chemical weapons
on Iranian and Kurdish people in his
own country. Sadaam did have com
ponents to reconstitute these weapons
at a later date. It is obvious now that the
sanctions had a better effect than any
one knew, but it was never proven.
In 1998, the former president signed
a National Security Strategy to make
regime change in Iraq, official U.S.
policy. That former president dropped
bombs in Kosovo before the full ap
proval of the UN and launched missiles
in Iraq in 1998, without UN approval,
Bush does the same thing and is called
a liar.
Many did not mind President Clin
ton declaring war on Milosevic, who
killed one-tenth the people Sadaam
has. Let us not forget, in the last 12
years, only one President has been
found guilty of lying, disbarred and
fined $50,000.
Is Bush a unilateralist, isolating
America through failed diplomacy?
As of October 10, 2004, a 19 year old

Muslim woman, with 10 million others,
voted in Afghanistan for the first time.
Pakistan, Afghanistan's neighbor and
one of three countries that supported the
Taliban has now become an ally in the
War on Terror. The Bush Administra
tion created an alliance with a country
where radical Islam has been for decades.
Pakistan is making arrests, fighting with
allied forces along the and is hunting ag
gressively for bin Laden.
Was Bush a unilateralist when he
pulled out of bi-lateral discussions with
North Korea? No, he was bold and took
a tough stance with a country that had
double-crossed the US. In 1994 when the
Clinton Administration brokered a bi-lateral agreement where N. Korea would get
millions in food/energy subsidies, while
agreeing not to build a bomb; it is now
known that the ink wasn't dry from the
signatures before the N. Koreans resumed
building their nuke.
Now, diplomatic success of the Bush
Administration has brought six countries
into diplomatic negotiations over N.
Korea.
College costs are going up, this is
now our president's fault? How can any
rational person blame the president of the
US for the cost of college? I am sure it is
also President Bush's fault that students
pay over $30,000 a year to go to USD.
The Bush administration has increased
federal spending on education by 46%
since 2000, and also increased the size
of Pell grants for college students trying
to pay for rising costs of college.
At no time do we hear that reckless
state budgets and spending might actually
be reasons why college costs are high,
state taxes and other costs of living issues
are high; yet the other side would have
you believe it is entirely all the current
President's fault.
We were in a recession at the end of
2000 and got out faster than any other
time in history. Over the last 13 months
1.9 million jobs have been created and
unemployment claims have continu

ously gone down. This due in large part
because President Bush followed the
examples of Presidents Kennedy and
Reagan who saw that tax cuts at the time
were necessary to spur growth.
As for college students who are wor
ried about getting a job after college, here
is the fundamental challenge in a society
that believes in individual responsibility
and freedom: you have to compete for a
good job and actually work hard to suc
ceed. And no, the current President does
not, is not, and will not (unless of some
catastrophic event) support any kind of
military draft.
Is Bush losing the Global War on
Terrorism? More than 3,000 al Qaeda
operatives have been seized or slain in
102 countries since September 11,2001.
Terrorist camps are closed or destroyed,
al Qaeda is on the run, suicide bomb
ings in Israel have gone down now that
Sadaam is not paying $25,000 checks to
the bomber's families, and the people
of Iraq do not have to fear being one
of 300,000 dead people found in mass
graves since the U.S. invasion.
Evidence is being uncovered daily
to show why two countries in particular
were against U.S. action in Iraq, which is
coming in the form of billions of dollars
acquired by top level people in France
and Germany in the Oil-for-Food scandal
in the UN.
Numerous attacks on the U.S have
been thwarted because of many Bush
Administration policies and actions,
as well as our Homeland Security De
partment and first responders. We are
currently engaging in diplomatic talks
with the world community and Iran to
diffuse Iran's attempt to acquire nuclear
weapons.
I submit to you, if President Bush is
given four more years, we will be closer
to world peace and the world will look
to the United States as it has so many
times in the past (World War I & II, the
Cold War) as an example for leadership,
liberty and freedom.
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Jujubes at bottom of Halloween wish list Argue for the
right reasons
By Mike Minicilli

STAFF WRITER

In many areas of the world, Halloween
is not just a holiday. It is truly a "holy
day," and is regarded with great reverence
among its worshippers.
In the good old United States of Amer
ica, however, Halloween simply means
it is that one day of the year when we
get to hand out foul-tasting sweets to
naive children who are so obsessed
with junk food that they each would,
with no questions asked, scarf down a
dead rat's coccyx so long as we had it
caramelized and branded with the word
"candy" in big bold letters. And yes, I
wrote all that just so I could have the
word "coccyx" printed in the school
newspaper.
I am thoroughly convinced that
Halloween is the most commercial
ized of the American holidays. Its sole
purpose seems to be to help supermar
kets rid their shelves of old junk food
that children didn't nag their parents
enough to buy for them during the year.
So now, whenever Oct. 31 rolls around,
store owners are so desperate to rid them
selves of soon-to-be-expired candy that
they are willing to sell trash bags full of
these sweet goodies for sometimes only
a dollar apiece.
Really, can you tell me why I would
ever need a thirty-pound sack of expiring
milk chocolate sitting in my dorm room?
Well, I could melt it down, pour it in my
bathtub, and proceed to have the most
caloric wash of my life. But that would
only serve to clog my pores. Not to men
tion cause my friends to vomit whenever
a Hershey's ad appeared on television
from then on.
Halloween used to annoy me even
when I was a kid, if only because I was

Political campaign
demands respect

forced to roam the streets in a 1000-degree costume to beg for the same amount
of candy I could have received more
easily from my parents if I had simply
bawled my eyes out for an hour back at
home. Shoot, I may have gotten more if I
did cry, perhaps even two pillowcases full
of delicious treats rather than my usual
one out on the streets. Yeah, I bawled as

find himself a life outside of napping
and Nintendo. As opposed to the other
three months of school where I get to
come to class dressed as a malnourished,
overtired, and scrubby college student
who...Um, let's move on shall we?
Most of all, I see Halloween as the
one time of the year when the creator
of the Jujube candy gets to relax in his
artificially flavored recliner and laugh
himself to sleep at night knowing that
he has made millions of dollars off a
product so unbelievably tasteless and
plastic-like that it is a wonder how
<
in the world it ever warranted being
labeled as an edible candy. Halloween
is the only night of the year I ever see
Jujubes even on store shelves.
I can only assume that when Hal
loween ends all of the Jujubes are
sent back to the manufacturing plant,
v
where they are then melted down and
converted back into the fluorescent
Volkswagen Beetles that they origi
nally began as.
GOOGLE IMAGES
Seriously, if real fruits were living,
a child. And, boy, did I bawl well.
breathing beings, Jujube candies would
But now, of course, I recognize the be their excrement. Many people claim
true spirit of Halloween and cherish what the flavor of a Jujube candy is comparable
it brings to the table as a holiday that, to that of chalk. I will have to take their
even with all its commercialization-re word for it, as I am still trying to pick
lated shortcomings, can still be enjoyed the one that I ate ten years ago out of
on an annual basis. For example, this is my teeth.
the one day of the year during which I
If I do go out to trick-or-treat for one
can stare at college girls scantily clad as last time in my teen life this coming
French maids and other foreign occupa Halloween, and the only candy you are
tions that require very little amounts of willing to give away is a box of Jujubes,
clothing, for as long as I want without do not bother. I would rather starve to
worrying whether or not I will be slapped death than accept one of those fossilized
for doing so.
fruit turds as an edible product. I would
In addition, this holiday gives me an rather suffer through your trick than eat
honest reason for coming to class dressed, your treat.
in costume of course, as a malnourished,
I would rather go home with an empty
overtired, and scrubby college student pillowcase. I would even rather eat a
who desperately needs a haircut and to dead rat's caramelized coccyx.
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Letters to the editor

Attention needs to be drawn to the
hostile attacks directed towards the
Democratic movement on campus. As the
campaign has intensified, so too has the
backlash. What at first I brushed off as im
maturity and lack of knowledge of any real
political issues, I now realize is nothing
but disrespect. Yes, the Republican party
as a whole has run a dirty campaign full of
smears and diversions, but I thought that I
could at least expect the Republican popu
lation on this Catholic campus to practice
respect for the opinions of others.
This Monday, Oct. 25, after much hard
work on the part of the USD Young Demo
crats in making and putting up a massive
amount of campaign poster, unknown
(may I say cowardly) individuals on this
campus had the audacity to intentionally
destroy many of these posters by either
ripping them and leaving the scraps on
the ground for others to clean up, or by
writing offensive and irrelevant slurs
across them.
I had hoped that these actions could
speak for themselves; meaning, that oth
ers should be able to see how disrespectful
and blind to the real issues these individu
als are. Their actions against Democrats
do not hurt the cause of the Democratic

Party, but rather highlight the faults of
Republicans. Unfortunately, since these
actions have not only continued, but also
intensified, the campus as a whole must
take notice. Respect one another espe
cially when you do not agree with them.
While the Young Democrats have
posted no offensive fliers, they have been
attacked. Meanwhile, the College Repub
licans have placed posters on campus that
deliberately attack Democrats. The Young
Democrats have made sure that none of
their members interfere with Republican
freedom of speech.
Although I am encouraged in the midst
of this campaign chaos by the many
members of the USD faculty, staff and
administration who have stopped to of
fer an encouraging word at the sight of
my Kerry button or shirt, it is not until I
see members of this new generation take
action and show respect for one another
that I will have true hope for the future of
this country.
Susanne Essman, senior

Newspaper should
cover sex and drugs
A recent edition of the Vista contained
some remarkable lines. "A newspaper
strives to cover the stories that are most
interesting, most timely, and that affect the

largest number of our target readership."
Sounds great if the 'target readership'
consists of faculty, alumni, and parents. If
you actually want to get students to read,
you need to cover student issues like sex,
drugs, alcohol, classes and even religion.
Alcohol is the most prevalent drug on
campus so why not write about it. Also,
how popular is marijuana? Oops, did I
just say weed? Why not do a campus wide
survey about marijuana and other drug use
and see what turns up.
Students want to know the facts about
marijuana and other drugs. Make the story
unbiased and informative and I guarantee
it will be the most widely read and talked
about story in the paper. I believe that if
you want students to show an interest in
the paper, make it interesting to them.
'This is what is interesting to us'. I found
another interesting line in the most recent
edition, "A newspaper should function
independently from administrative and
governmental influence." Ok, so lets
get some Q&A from students about sex,
drugs, and classes. If you want to remain a
discriminating, Catholic source of propa
ganda thats fine, but if you want students
to read, turn the paper into a truthful
source of relevant articles that will make
people look forward to it each week.
Max Wescoe, sophomore

By Ingrid
HernandezMonroy
NEWS EDITOR

When you woke up this morning,
did you purposely decide to stir big
otry and antipathy in your coffee?
The overwhelming numbers of
confrontational interactions 1 have
observed among my peers lead me
to believe this is the case.
Every day, I witness hostility
manifesting itself in many forms:
comments made under one's breath,
judgments conjured hastily and ex
pelled in writing or a resentful stare,
cynicism and competitive attitudes
about who is right in an argument,
etc.
1 see protesters standing outside
the university's main entrance with
signs that chastise the university for
allowing PRIDE to host a speaker
during Coming Out Week.
1 also see people holding signs that
counter the protests, but both parties
seem to be competing against each
other, no longer minding the real
issue. Argumentation can be a great
way to communicate a message, but
it is only effective when both par
ties respect each other as rational
beings.
I see so-called activists picking
fights with their own allies, thinking
that they are doing something benefi
cial for their organization. Causing
outrage in unnecessary places and
promoting hypersensitivity is not
what activism is about. We forget that
attacking our allies results in the loss
of their help.
I see people in my classes who
seem to grimace when they hear
another student in the class give
his or her input, as if it were really
something to scowl about. We are
here to leam as much as we can and
to become better human beings along
the way. Whatever happened to pro
moting a discussion that is enhanced
with participation from everyone?
In no way am 1 excluding myself
from this list of irrational actions; I
admit that 1 am not perfect and that
I have allowed these things to occur
without feeling any remorse. What 1
am trying to say is that I am tired of
seeing so much antipathy around me
and I do not want to be numb to the
hostility any longer.
My solution is that we pay more
attention to the positive things going
on around us and really try to see the
real issues. When you notice some
one is working hard and doing a good
job, speak up! It may be the only
encouragement: or praise that person
has heard in the entire semester. Life
is too short to be mad at each other
all of the time.
If we get past our initial judgments
and defensiveness, we can leam a
lot from each other and actually get
things done.
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your vote go?

STAFF WRITER 1

The Electoral College is as old as the United States itself. Upon framing the Constitution, many methods of electing govern
ment officials were considered, including both the popular vote and allowing Congress to choose.
Both of these ideas were shot down. The popular vote was ruled out primarily due to a lack of communication technology
at the time. The founding fathers were concerned that the citizens of each state would vote for a "favorite son," meaning the
candidate from their state, merely because they would be unaware and uninformed about other Candida tennis would create
an issue because the most populous state would likely choose the President every year.
Allowing Congress to choose was ruled out, as it would place too much power in the hands of a few people, prompting
corruption. In an attempt to compromise, the Electoral College was created.
Under the Electoral College system of election, each state is assigned a certain number of electoral votes. This number is
determined by the sum of the senators (always two) and representatives (based on population) that each state has in Congress.
California has 55 electoral votes, by far the most in the country.
In all but two states, Maine and Nebraska, the candidate who wins the popular vote within the state is awarded all of the
electoral votes from that state. In Maine and Nebraska two electoral votes are decided by the popular vote of the people, and
the rest by the state government.
p
(^
When you mark your ballot, you are not actually voting directly for the presidential candidate you marked. In fact, you
are voting for an elector who has sworn allegiance to the candidate you chose. The elector acts like a middleman. The citizens
choose an elector, by popular vote, who then gives his/her vote to the presidential candidate he/she represents.
In theory, the elector the voter chooses may vote for. a different candidate than they have promised allegiance to. This has
not yet happened. However it is a possibility, which is the main concern for many critics of the Electoral Colleg^i
In the presidential election of 2000, George W. Bush obtained more than half of the electoral votes while losing the popular
vote (which Al Gore won). Following this sloppy election, many critics of the Electoral College began pointing to deficiencies in
the current system of electing and suggesting alternatives. Some states are now looking into changing their method of vote allo
cation.
Colorado, for example, has proposed an amendment that would divide their electoral votes among the candidates based
on the percent of popular vote they won. This means that if Kerry and Bush split half and half in the popular vote, they would
also divide the electoral votes equally.
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Death Penalty

Bush strongly supports the war in
Iraq and he believes in a continued
Both candidates oppose the abolish
military presence in the region. Kerry
disagrees with the war and would con ment of the death penalty, but Kerry
sider giving more political authority to would like to see a national review
of the efficacy of the death penalty,
the United Nations.
since its validity has been questioned
in recent discussions.

Homeland Security
Stemming from the war are issues
of homeland security. Both Bush and
Kerry are pushing for tighter homeland
security. Bush supports the Patriot Act,
an act created after Sept. 11 to unite
and strengthen America by providing
the methods necessary to intercept and
obstruct terrorists. Kerry proposes a
revision of this act and rejects the de
tainment of American citizens.

Gun Control
the ownership of guns
weapons, Kerry favors
s, background checks on
and the completion of a
and gun licensure for all
is in opposition to these
as well as opposing all
nst gun manufacturers.

Mininum Wage
Kerry is in strong favor of a raise
in the minimum wage of $5.15 per
hour to $5.90 per hour under the Fair
Minimum Wage Act. Bush opposes
this raise and also opposes extended
unemployment benents.

Education
Kerry and Bush are both in favor of
the No Child Left Behind Act, which
will help raise student proficiencies in
reading and math, as well as help to
lower the test score gap between ad
vantaged and disadvantaged children.
Bush is in favor of giving vouchers to
private, public, or religious schools.
Kerry supports increased federal fund
ing for higher education and Bush
does not.

Health Care
tion
Bush supports a ban on all partial
birth abortions and critics say he may
ipoint more judges who will outlaw
altogether. Kerry voted to
ifelrm abortions only where
dean exception of the life
"women.

Kerry and Bush both oppose a uni
versal government-supervised health
care plans and they are both in favor
of limiting the number of malpractice
suits against doctors and insurance
companies. Kerry proposes an expan
sion of Medicaid plans to help cover
more uninsured individuals, offering
coverage to 95 % of Americans. In
addition Medicaid development, Bush
would like to see lower prices for pre
scription drugs.

Kerry would like to see equal rights
for all civil unions in the United States
- homosexual as well as heterosexual.
Bush strongly favors a constitutional
gay marriage ban. He supports the
Defense of Marriage Act, an act signed
Facts are all that we have. It is up to
eight years ago by Bill Clinton that the voter to take these issues into con
defines marriage as the union of a man sideration and research them further to
and a woman.
make informed decisions. Hopefully
this brief overview of what is at stake
in the upcoming election will influ
ence you as a voter to reexamine what
you value in a leader. Who will lead
our great nation through the next four
years? Every vote counts toward some
thing. Whether it is for John Kerry or
George W. Bush, or someone else,
your vote makes a difference.
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Who will you choose?
_ _ _ _

USD students explain the reasons behind
their decisions

Jacki Ferguson, sophomore
John Kerry because Bush is a jerk and Kerry is smarter.
Michelle Minor, sophomore
John Kerry because he is more intelligent than Bush and has better ideas.
John Kerry values life, Bush doesn't.
Bryan Carpenter, sophomore
John Kerry because I am more liberal than conservative. The situation George
Bush has gotten our country in to is not one we should be in.
Karen Cook, sophomore
George Bush because I agree with his foreign policy, future plans and I like
what he stands for as a person.
Patsy Johnson, sophomore
I'm voting 3rd party because I don't like either Bush or Kerry.
Gayle Ewer, sophomore
John Kerry mostly because I disagree with the war in Iraq and because I'm
a democrat.
Lindsay Sehnem, junior
George Bush because I'm a Republican and because even though John
Kerry says he has a plan I have yet to hear what it is.
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EMPLOYMENT:

HOUSING:

0) Currently hiring friendly and
PANHELLENIC AND IFC WOULD
energetic people:
LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THESE
Server/Host/Hostess/Busser
Apply in person
AMAZING GREEKS WHO RECEIVED
2444 San Diego Ave. San
Diego 92110
A 4.0 GPA FOR SPRING 2004!
Zocalo Grill
Megan JLSletzacker
Kristin EL Blonisterbcrg
Rebecca G. Deedman
Nicole Denimon
Elizabeth Diltonenzo

Keep up the Excellent
work!!!

2

Cancel your plans, find a

0) costume and come to San

Diego's most thrilling Hallow
een party. 2 DJ's, costume
contest, a night of mystery
and more.
www.The Lost Estate, com

0

RANDOM:
INCENSE INCENSE INCENSE
Freshly made incense when
you order. All natural sticks
and cones. Regular sticks:
60 for $3,125 for $5. Jumbo
sticks: 12 for $3 and 20 for
$5.Jumbo cones 15 for $5.
For more info call Rene 619291-1519 between 10-5pm.

t h e first e v e r

UEED TO
GO TO E U R O P E <
sale
0
>•

.]ennifer Erikstad
Carrie Gcndreau
Angela M. Gilkcnson
Lindsey M Golde
Amber K Gran Ik
Jessica Haltik
Jill Kosick
Sarah J, Michaclis
Elizabeth Miller
Christopher Fettit
Nicole Scherrer
Craig Tomlins
Randall Walilcr

^ NIGHTLIFE:

3 bed 2 bath on canyon
w/view of USD, 2 car garage,
yard, Washer/Dryer, nice
street, $2400/lease nego
tiable, 5063 September St.
(619) 218-5757.

mmm mmm

(65A)270JM01
74340ft Aw*. taeFtMr*

(619)944.9632

^ Lufthansa
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BOO! Fun ideas for Halloween
attend on one of the most fun nights of
the year.
If you want your costume to be
with the times, there are a few simple
steps you can take to pull off a clever
costume. An orange shirt and orange
pants can double up as a prison jump
suit. this means you can be anyone from
Kobe Bryant (for all the Lakers haters

By Stephen Britt
STAFF WRITER

Halloween is rapidly approaching
and if you are like this w riter, you
waited until the last possible minute
to find a Hallow een costume.
But before you bust out an old
white sheet and scissors to pull off an
old-school ghost costume, here are
some original ideas that can be cheap,
easy, and gel lots of attention at that
crazy Halloween party you decide to

out there) to Martha Stewart.
If you don't have cither of those, a
simple "Watch for Wardrobe Malfunc
tion" name-tag on a piece of revealing
clothing can turn anyone from boring
into a Janet Jackson look-alike, guar
anteeing attention at any party.
Been really interested in politics
lately? Most costume stores sell both
George W. Bush and John Kerry masks
so you can support your candidate (or
make fun of the opposing one). If you

are going as Bush, don't forget the
cowboy boots and oversized novelty
cowboy hat. If you are going as Kerry,
don't forget those three purple hearts!
If you think you are in good enough
shape to pull it off, Party World in Mis
sion Valley near the Promenade Apart
ment complex has a "govemator" mask
equipped with fake cigar and all items
necessary to transform you from normal
person to action-star-turned-governor in
no time flat!
For other individuals, a collegiate
hat, empty pizza box. fake beard, and

Ghraib).
Want to go for a scarier look? A
simple Sharpce to the face can make
you look like a boxer, scary to both
children and small pets, if done right
when you go as Mike Tyson (make
sure the tattoo looks right though,
because if not. you will just look like
a sloppy drunk).
Running low on resources but
have lots of extra bottles, beer cans,
and tests with bad grades lying
around? You can go from USD to
SDSU student by simply taping them
to your clothing and you are destined
to be the main attraction at your party!
(Not recommended for girls attending
a State party!!!) Girls, make sure your
skirts are an appropriate length to pull
off that SDSU look.
If you are just flat out of ideas and
can't think of anything better, a simple
white t-shirt with the words "I found
Nemo" written 011 it pointing towards
your stomach can draw some welldeserved laughs.
If you have enough money, simply
cruising down to Pacific Beach can
bring you into a lot of costume shops
camera can make you a Michael Moore with good ideas.
You can go as anything from a toilet
impersonator, ready to be critical of
anything and anyone. Have any extra seat cover to a bottle of liquor (if you
fake beards or hobo costumes left over go as that though, make sure people
from prev ious years? A Saddam Hus don't try to drink out of your head or
sein look w ill definitely make you the things could get ugly. And for toilet
life of every party, especially if you seat cov er people, I'm not even going
decide to brawl it out w ith a Bush look- to tell you the risks you might face).
Whatever it is you decide to dress
alike (make sure to take it off though if
up
as, just make sure that it is original
you encounter any police enforcement
or you may accidentally be sent to and truly reflects your style. Keep it
Guantanamo Bay or even worse, Abu classy, San Diego!

"Treehouse" haunts
Halloween again
By Erin Toohey
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Warning: for those of you with weak
hearts or small children, this retrospec
tive on the top five vignettes from "The
Simpsons: Treehouse of Honors" may
be too much to handle... at least accord
ing to Marge.
This year's "Treehouse of Horrors"
will mark the 15th anniversary of the
show's annual Halloween special. Fea
turing three vignettes each year, these
short episodes are inspired by television
show s, horror films and other pop culture
media. I lere is a look back at fiv e of the
greatest v ignettes.
5. "The Shinning" This episode is
based 011 the Stephen King novel "The
Shining" and the Stanley Kubrick film
of the same name. Homer takes his fam
ily to an isolated mountain resort run by

Mr. Burns to w atch over the grounds for
the winter after Willie the groundskeeper
leaves. Homer goes insane from the lack
of beer and television and finally the ghost
of Moe the bartender convinces Homer
to kill his family in exchange for a beer.
Memorable moment: "No T.V.. no beer
makes Homer go crazy."
4. "Homer 3" In order to avoid Marge's
twin sisters Patty and Selma, Homer
hides behind the bookshelf and discov 
ers a doorway to another dimension. The
highlight of this episode is the spectacular
3-D animation of Homer. Bart and their
adventures once they pass through the
portal. Memorable moment: When Homer
can't be found, one of Marge's sisters
insists that he must have disappeared into
"fat air."
3. "Clown Without Pity" After forget
ting Bart's birthday. Homer drives to
the House of Evil. "Your One Stop Evil
Shop." and buys him a Krusty the Clown

-"•W~

doll. The doll intends to kill Homer, but
110 one will believe him when he tells
the family. Memorable moment: Homer
proclaims to Marge. "The doll is trying
to kill me and the toaster's been laughing
at me."
2. "Hungry Are the Damned" From the
original "Treehouse of Horrors" in the
second season of "The Simpsons." this
episode introduces Kang and his sister
Kodos to the cast of Halloween characters.
These one-eyed, drooling, tentacled crea
tures have appeared in every Halloween
episode since. In this episode. Kang and
Kodos abduct the Simpson family and
promise to take them to their home planet,
but Lisa ruins the chance for a "great

feast" after she accuses them of wanting
to eat the family. Memorable moment:
Kang and Kodos use a tractor beam to
beam the family into the ship, but must
use two beams on Homer because of
his weight.
L "Dial "Z" for Zombie" Bart and
Lisa find a book of spells in the school
library and use it to try and raise Lisa's
cat Snowball I from the dead. Instead,
all of the residents of the local cemetery
are brought back as zombies and roam
through Springfield searching for brains
to eat. Memorable moment: Homer
shoots Flanders with a shotgun and Bart
yells. "Dad! You shot Zombie Flanders!"
Homer savs, "Flanders was a zombie?"
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Visit haunted house in Old Town
Whaley House is considered one of the most haunted houses in the U.S.
By Brian Francis
STAFF WRITER

When deciding on some
thing to do this Halloween,
there are other options besides
your typical trick-or-treating
or Halloween beach party.
When the evening you
have planned contains the
usual (but still entertaining)
activities of drowning your
self in candy or getting so li
quored up that you don't even
remember that it is Hallow
een, you should, instead, go
visit the Whaley House and
hang out with some ghostly
creatures, literally!
According to the Travel
Channel hnd Haunted Hous
es.com, the Whaley House
is one of the most haunted
houses in the United States.
Virtually in USD's backyard,
the Whaley House is located
at the intersection of San
Diego Avenue and Harney
Street in the heart of Old
Town, San Diego.
After the house was opened
to the public in the early
1960's, there were instant
reports by employees and
visitors of supernatural phenomenons.
Some of the ghosts that
you might encounter at the
Whaley House include an
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The Whaley House, built in 1857, is located in Old Town, San Diego.

executed man, Yankee Jim, Mr.
Whaley, Mrs. Whaley, a little
girl and one of the Whaley's
young children who died of
scarlet fever. These ghosts in
particular are the "veterans"
of the Whaley house. They all
partake in various activities
around the lot, and also have
different reasons for haunting
the house.
For instance, Yankee Jim, a
convicted felon, was hanged on
the premises prior to Mr. Whal
ey's purchase of the property.

While Mr. Whaley occupied
the residence, he often heard
heavy foot steps running across
the second floor. Whenever he
was asked about the unusual
noises, he would simply reply,
"Don't worry, that's just Yan
kee Jim."
The ghosts of Mr. and Mrs.
Whaley have been spotted nu
merous times doing everyday
activities like smoking a pipe,
sitting in a rocking chair with
a baby, folding clothes, and
tucking a child into bed.

Also, a little red-haired girl
is thought to have died from
strangulation by a clothesline
in the outside yard. She was
recently spotted in the garden
smelling the flowers, and also
playing with toys in the play
room by an employee of the
Whaley House.
These are just a few ex
amples of what people have
supposedly seen in the past, but
there arc many more. The only
way to find out if these sight
ings are true is by checking it

out for yourself.
The Whaley House has a
rich tradition in San Diego.
Completed in 1857, the house
was designed by Mr. Whaley.
It also functioned as a court
house and a theater.
From Thursday, Oct. 28
through Saturday, Oct. 30. the
Whaley House will be open
from 9 p.m. until midnight,
with the last entry at 11:30
p.m. The cost is $ 10 and tick
ets are available upon arrival.
On Halloween night, the
Whaley House will be open
from 8 p.m. until midnight.
Admission will be $15.
S.o, when Halloween fi
nally arrives, and you and
your friends are looking for
something exciting to do, try
visiting the Whaley House for
a change.
If you don't want to go be
cause you are scared, maybe
you should be hanging out
with ten-year-old school girls.
After all. ghosts don't hurt
anyone and it could be a once
in a lifetime experience.
By the way, if for some
reason you run into laughing,
singing or crying children,
and you can't see where the
voices are coming from, don't
worry, they probably just
want you to get out of their
house! Don't worry, I'm just
kidding, or am I?
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"My friend's having a
party in Pacific Beach,
I'mgoingtobeanaughty tennis player."

Nicole Loeffler,
sophomore

"We're going to a costume
party at our friend's house
in Mission Valley because
we have a test the next
day."
Kristin Scully,
junior, and
Liezl Mangonon,

#.

"I'm going home to Valencia to hang out with friends
and see a local band called
Tacit."

David Cape,
freshman

cs
"I'm hosting a party at my
apartment downtown. I
bought black and white
movies from the 30's that
I'm going to be showing."
Brigid Avery,
grad student

"I have no idea what I'm
going to do this year. I'm
spontaneous."

Josh Lasensky,
junior

The Vista
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" Huckabees" disappointing but fun
By Alfonso Magana
STAFF WRITER

Do you remember when you bumped
into that one guy at Aromas? Then you
saw him in the library and later on near
the fountain? Were all of these mere co
incidences that were meaningless, or is
there something larger at work?
This is the premise of David O.
Russell's new film "I <3 Huckabees,"
pronounced "I heart Huckabees." With
a unique cast featuring "Rushmore's"
Jason Schwartzman, "Boogie Nights'"
Mark Wahlberg, veterans Dustin Hoff
man and Lily Tomlin, old-school French
actress Isabelle Huppert, a Brit disguis
ing as American Jude Law and Naomi
Watts, "I <3 Huckabees" tells the story
of Albert (Schwartzman) who wants to
find out if a coincidence is meaningful
to his life.
He seeks the help of two married exis
tential detectives, Jaffe & Jaflfe (Hoffman
& Tomlin), to spy on him to see if a coin
cidence was truly meaningful to his life.
Meanwhile, Albert's nemesis, golden boy
Brad (Law) is trying to get him fired from
a task force, while Tommy (Wahlberg) a
firefighter who is also seeking help at the
Jaffe & Jaffe Detective Agency, is also
questioning if everything is meaningless
when he reads a book by nihilistic writer
Caterine Vauban (Huppert).
Russell, who co-wrote the screen
play with Jeff Baena, presents us with a
strange, off-the-wall comedy that is com

pletely different from
his previous efforts
("Spanking the Mon
key," "Flirting With
Disaster" and "Three
Kings").
Although smattered
with lots of quirky
one-liners, ultimately
that's all there is to the
film. One can't help
but laugh when Dawn
(Watts) realizes that
she no longer wants
to be the spokesper
son for the Huckabees
Stores when she thinks
she is no longer pretty.
However, Jon Brion's
hip score, the jumpy
editing of Robert K.
Lambert and K. K. Bar
rett's sets all make the
film look and sound re
ally good, even though
COURTESY OF FOX
overall the film is a Dustin Hoffman and Mark Wahlberg star in "I <3 Huckabees."
disappointment.
how we are all one blanket. Wahlberg, the role for Wahlberg, so it makes sense
One thing that is not disappointing in his best performance since "Boogie that he nails it.
in the film is the acting. While Watts Nights" and "Three Kings," proves again
Despite the lack of development in
& Law get some laughs and Huppert that in the hands of a smart director, one some of the characters and plot, "I <3
shows guts by getting her face shoved can get a good performance out of him. Huckabees" is still fun to see. It's fast
in the mud, it is Hoffman, Tomlin and His character Tommy can't help but let paced, exuberant and makes one think
Wahlberg who do the best acting in the everyone know that petroleum should about what's meaningful in life. Like
film. As married existential detectives, not be used for anything as he takes his the fact that Shania Twain doesn't like
Hoffman and Tomlin are a riot, particu- bicycle to the next fire instead of joining mayonnaise. Random right? Well so is
larly when Hoffman presents the idea oi

Ben Folds plays
L.A. with Shatner

a father's relationship with his young
daughter.
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Folds included the audience on sever
al songs by teaching mult.part harmonies
Ben Folds made a rare west coast stop to be sung with the music. When he had
last weekend, performing two shows finished playing "Not the Same," he even
to the sold out El Rey Theatre in Los encouraged the audience to continue the
harmony by standing on top of the piano
Angeles.
The concert was coordinated with the and conducting them like a choir.
Folds lived up to his reputation as a
promotion of William Shatner's new al
bum "Has Been," which Folds produced. storyteller, bringing his characters to life
The two also performed on "The Tonight on stage. He explained the back story
to "Army" and "Not the Same." Many
Show with Jay Leno" on Friday.
Folds, an accomplished musician, of Folds songs are based on true stories
demonstrated his incredible ability and from his life experience. The crowd
mastery of the piano during a solid hour reacted with overwhelming support for
and a half of music. Whether pounding Folds as he explained the reasons for
out a rock song or wooing the crowd with writing "Rockin' the Suburbs," a re
a ballad, Folds' emotion, passion and sponse to comments made by members
capability were evident in his music. He of the band Korn against Folds' music.
William Shatner joiped Folds on stage
often played with only the right hand as
he used the left hand to play the maraca during the encore, performing three songs
from his album "Has Been." Folds wrote,
or tambourine.
Folds pleased the audience with crowd played and produced the music which is
favorites like "Brick" and "Army," in coordinated with Shatner's lyrics. Folds
addition to other standouts like "Phi and Shatner were also joined by guests
losophy," "Carrying Cathy," "There's Henry Rollins and Joe Jackson.
Folds is a gifted pianist, made popular
Always Someone Cooler Than You" and
"Get Your Hands OffMy Woman." The in the late 1990s with his band Ben Folds
highlight however was Folds new music, Five and the hit song, "Brick." Now
due out on his next album. One comedic playing solo, Folds continues to excel
but reflective new song contemplates a at making the piano a pop instrument.
young couple who married too quickly; His mastery of music is obvious in the
another was written for his daughter diversity of the songs. Shatner was made
Grace—a beautiful, heartwarming popular by his role as Captain Kirk on
song that captures the emotion behind "Star Trek."

^is crew on the fire truck. Russell wrote

the film.
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By Erin Toohey

Tone.
Sweat.
Breath.
Relax,
w Destress.
Power.
Clarity. n

Colorado River Retreat
November*!9th, 20th, 21st
20% off w/ad
register in advance

class times
mon-fri 6:30,9,11,1,5,7
sat 9,11 ,l{prtnrs),2:45
(wrkshp), 5,7 sun 9,11,5.7

Phone registration

is one week only
Monday, October 18
thru
Friday, October 22
PICK UP AN
INTERSESSION
BULLETIN AROUND
CAMPUS OR AT
FOUNDERS 106

See your
Advisor to get
your PIN and
choose your
class

buy one get one FREE.
w/ USD student iD

4651 mission blvd. pacific beach, ca
858.274.2990 i y T j
www.joifiuayoga.com

FOR MORE
INFORMATION CALL;
619-260-4600
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Waterski team preps for new seasoi
USD waterski team celebrates its 10th anniversary of jump, slalom, and trick competition
Interview with Jessa Carlson
USD WATERSKI PRESIDENT

How long has the waterski
team been in existence here
at USD?
The waterski team was es
tablished in the fall semester
of 1994. The founder, Doug
Kincart, is the current coach.
In the history of the program,
what have been some high
lights?
Since 1994, the USD wa
terski team has sent 6 mem
bers to the National All Star
Competition. There have
been 3 tournaments in which
USD skiers have taken 1st
place in all three events with
over 70 competitors. Every
year the team supports the
community by helping with
the Braille Institute Blind Ski,
which gives the blind a chance
to experience water-skiing and
other water sports.
What league/conference do
you participate in?
We are part of the West
ern Collegiate Water Ski As
sociation (WCWSA), which
represents 15 schools from
California, Washington, and
Arizona. We represent the
western region of the National
Collegiate Water Ski Associa
tion (NCWSA).

A USD waterskier competes in the 2003 SDSU Spring Cooldown Tournament prepares for a jump in Mission Bay.

Do you have any major
rival teams, are their any
school that have dominating
programs?
Although you compete
against the other teams, you
get to know everybody very
well at the tournaments and
become close friends. Arizona
State University dominates the
region and they do extensive
national recruitment for their
team.
How many team members
do you currently have and
what is the breakdown as far
the events they participate
in?
There are currently 14 peo
ple on the team, 5 guys and 9
girls. There are three events,

JESSA CARLSON

slalom, trick, and jump. Every When is your next event?
body is encouraged to practice
Our next tournament is this
and compete in all three events, weekend, October 30-31. It
although the interested level in is hosted by UCSD and held
each event varies from person in Mission Bay right off of
to person. Overall, I would say Fiesta Island. Teams from all
that most members focus on over the region will be com
the slalom event.
peting, so come check it out.

people graduate last year, and
the majority of the team is made
up of new members. The team is
developing very quickly and has
incredible potential. The team
is going to be very strong and
competitive in no time at the rate
that people are progressing now.

When does your season
run?
The fall season tournaments
run from early September
through the last weekend of
October. The spring season
tournaments start in late March
and goes through early May.
We are fortunate to live in San
Diego where we can practice
year round, even though the
bay gets really cold during the
winter.

Where does the team practice
or train?
We practice in Mission Bay
at the slalom course right off of
Fiesta Island. It's convenient
because it is 5 minutes away
and you can even see it from
campus; some schools have to
travel several hours to practice.
We also have practice week
ends throughout the year at a
lake near Palm Springs where
the team has a membership.

How did your team do last
year?
The USD team was very suc
cessful last year. The team sent
two skiers, Tara Bonney and
Jessa Carson, to the National
All Star Competition to compete
in the slalom and jump events.
How are you guys looking for
this year?
This is a rebuilding year
for the team as we had several

It's not the green jacket
By Jeremy Darner
IM STAFF WRITER
While it may not be the
green jacket of the Masters,
the Fall IM Champion title,
and coveted champion shirt,
is nothing to scoff at.
For all who thought that you
missed the Fall IM Scramble
Golf Tournament that was
scheduled for last Friday, your
in luck, the event was rained
out. The tournament has been
rescheduled to take place this
Friday at the Tecolote Golf
Course.
Last year's reigning cham
pions Patrick Dean and An
JEREMY DARNER
drew Boylan, famed for their Andrew Boylan, 2003 champ.
matching golf vests, will be
unable to defend their title, pionship attire.
leaving the opportunity for a
To sign-up head to the
new legend to be bom and a Campus Rec. office in the
new team to earn
USD

The USD Waterski Team's practice facility in Mission Bay.

JESSA CARLSON

Recreation on campus
By Aurelia Darveau
REC STAFF WRITER

Do you like water-skiing,
snowboarding, surfing, deepsea fishing, watching movies,
listening to live bands? Do
you know anyone who does?
If you're like most students
at USD, and feel like there is
nothing to do in the evenings
or weekends, starting in the
spring '05 semester, there will

be a solution! There will be
a new activity coalition on
campus next semester that will
offer these and other events to
students who are sick of sitting
around on the weekends and
want to do actually fun things
with cool people.
Come hang out with those
just like you and partake in the
many new, exciting pasttimes
and activities that are going to
be offered.

Many services, trips, trans
portation, and other fun rec
reational activities will be at
your doorstep next semester.
Planning and funding for these
opportunities are already in the
works; be on the look out for
information regarding upcoming
events! If any students, in the
meantime, want more informa
tion or to get involved, contact
the USD Campus Recreation
office at extension 4533.
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Babe rolls over in grave
There is more to life than baseball.
There is more to life than baseball. There

exactly were you thinking?" Those
three are pitchers Kevin Brown, Javier
Vazquez, and catcher Jorge Posada. For
anyone with a little baseball knowledge,
you can recall from your days of playing
little league that when there are runners
on base, you look for your pitch to pick
out and drive somewhere hard.
As a pitcher growing up, I knew
throwing a "hitter's pitch" was always a

since when did Johnny Damon become
Samson reincarnate?
But I refuse to point the blame at
the management of the Yankees, this
time around was just Boston's time.
The Yankees definitely stole the 2003
ALCS out from beneath them when Pe
dro collapsed and Aaron Boone burned
a nightmare into the memories of each
and every Bostonian.
In fact, with all things even 3-3 in
the "House that Ruth Built," 1 refused
to think the Yankees would lose again.
Not with Kevin Brown, not with the
Bleacher Bums in right field, not with
the karma, not with "the curse", not with
the Babe.
I look to three men and wonder, "what

the most home runs in baseball this year.
However, in the top of the second with
the bases loaded and brand new pitcher
Javier Vazquez on the mound, Johnny
Damon got the same delicious inside
fastball as Ortiz. Damon ripped his into
the 1961 and blew the game open 6-0.
With one out, why not throw a hard
low slider and try and induce a double
play? How about throwing something
out of the strike zone and try to get the
batter to chase it for a pop out?
Jorge Posada is to blame because
he called each of these pitches. None
of them were mistakes, as Posada was
set inside for both pitches. Of course,
this does not mean the Yankees would
have won game 7 and been headed to

By Chris Ferraro
SPORTS EDITOR

Tw Ultimate La\ti Adventure

the World Series, but those two pitches
burned holes in my mind the same way
Aaron Boone and Bucky Dent's names
torture Red Sox fans.
So now, as the series shifts to St.
Louis, I continue to watch baseball hop
ing "the curse" is not in fact broken, but
merely temporarily suspended. Perhaps
Yankee fans across the country can
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David Ortiz broke the hearts of Yankee
fans all week long.

get some redemption watching Boston
falter in the World Series. However,
through the first two games, it looks
like destiny has finally caught up with
the Red Sox.
Where is Bill Buckner when I need
him?
For the Yankees, it looks like a
championship will have to wait another
season. The struggles of the past four
postseasons leave a bitter taste in this
editors mouth, but experts have always
said that winning your twenty-seventh
championship is the hardest one to get.
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download a cafedog.

(Good Morning Juliet)
by Ann-Marie MacDonald
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October 27-31, 2004 Shiley Theatre, USD Campus
8 p.m. on Oct. 27,28, 29,30, and 2 p.m. on Oct. 30, 31
$8 General/ $6 Student, seniors, faculty, staff, alumni
Box Office: (619) 260-2727
For information call: (619) 260-7934
Presented by the USD Theatre Arts Program

Thursday, October 28, 2004
Chris Ferraro, Sports Editor
cferraro@sandiego.edu

Volleyball dominates LMU Soccer wins, 1-0
By USD Media Wire

Continuing their dominance
within the West Coast Confer
ence, the University of San Di
ego (14-4, 7-0 WCC) improves
to 7-0 in league play after an
impressive three-game sweep
of the Loyola Marymount Lions
(13-7,4-3 WCC) Saturday night
at the Jenny Craig Pavilion on
the campus of USD. For the first
time since USD's WCC Cham
pionship season of 1997, the
Toreros have won its first seven
conference matches and are in
the midst on an eight-match
winning streak. Saturday's game
scores went 30-17, 30-20, and
30-24. The Toreros up their
home record to 7-1.
Thanks to senior All-America
candidate Devon Forster, who
hammered home a match-high
19 kills hitting at a stellar rate
of .429, USD needed just 1 hour
and 29 minutes to dispose of the
Lions. Sophomore Emily Flaas
continued her string of outstand
ing play in the middle, totaling
12 kills and 7 digs.
The first game began with
neither team willing to give up
a lead. The Toreros held a slim
6-4 advantage when the hard
serving of libero Jackie Bernar-

USDTOREROS.COM

Senior Devon Forster is an
nounced WCC co-player of the
week for her dominant play.

din ignited a 10-3 Torero run.
Bemardin's vicious jump serves
gave USD early momentum.
Bernardin finished with 3 of her
game-high 4 aces in the opening
frame. Setter Lindsey Sherburne
set the Toreros to a proficient
.400 hitting percentage that
enabled USD to run away with
the first game, 30-17. Sherburne
finished with 44 assists on the
night.
Game two began with USD
bolting to a 5-2 lead. The very
next play appeared to be a Torero

point, as middle blocker Christie
Dawson powered home a kill.
However, the Loyola Marymount coaches protested an al
leged sound system malfunction.
The LMU coaching staff insisted
arena sound effects continued
to play after the whistle initi
ated play. The referees decided
to replay the point, giving the
Lions new life as the resulting
play went in LMU's favor.
However, the gamesman
ship did not faze the Toreros, as
Forster made sure USD did not
lose their focus. The Toreros
continued to play hard and built
a 15-10 lead, thanks to three
kills by the Boulder, Colorado
native, and USD cruised to a
30-20 win.
The teams traded points un
til a Sherburne kill would give
her squad a 7-6 advantage they
would not relinquish. A Loyola
Marymount service error would
give San Diego a 17-12 edge.
Despite trailing the game for
most of the match, LMU refused
to fold. A Haas serving error tied
the score at 21.
Once again it was Forster.
The three-time All-WCC First
Team player put down three
kills during a decisive 9-3 run,
giving USD a 30-24 game three
victory.

By Chris Ferraro
SPORTS EDITOR

The Toreros once again took
home a victory this past Sunday
at Torero Stadium. #21 San Di
ego (10-7-1, 4-1) defeated the
Gonzaga Bulldogs (10-8,2-3) in
overtime on a goal by sophomore
Veronica Ambort. The win puts
the Toreros in the competition to
win the West Coast Conference,
as well as receive a bid to their
sixth straight NCAA College
Cup Tournament. The 1-0 victory
marks the fourth shutout victory
for the Toreros this season.
The Toreros were nearly up
set in the middle of the second
half, as Gonzaga received a
penalty shot
with the score
still tied at 00. San Diego's
freshman goal
keeper Karen
Cook saved
the attempt on
a shot to the
lower left cor
ner, preserving
the tie.
Throughout
the game the

Toreros were in complete con
trol, as they outshot Gonzaga 21
to 8. The Toreros also completely
dominated in comer kicks, with
eight total opportunities, where
Gonzaga failed to have any.
Gonzaga was able to hold on and
force overtime.
Freshman forward Amy Epsten lead the team with seven
shots, and her overtime cross
helped set up what would be
come the game winner by Am
bort.
USD has just two games
remaining in the regular season.
The Toreros are on the road
against Pepperdine on Friday,
and then at home to take on
Loyola Marymount on Nov. 5.

Sophomore Veronica Ambort won the
game with her overtime goal.

Toreros tame Wildcats, win second straight
into the contest.
took Davidson 16 minutes just
After each team punted, Da to record a first down against the
vidson took position, looking stingy unit.
Coming off a 49-14 blowout to get going offensively. How
Mortensen would find Gaswin last week against Valparaiso, ever, junior defensive back Philip person two more times for touch
USD appeared poised to roll Bretsch ripped the ball right downs in the quarter. On the first
through another Pioneer Football out of receiver Ryan Hubbard's play, Gasperson made a tremen
League opponent. On Saturday arms in a play. The offense took dous diving catch for the 8-yard
they did exactly that, dismantling advantage of the short field, and score. On their next connection,
the Davidson Wildcats 56-0 un a 5-yard Harney touchdown put Mortensen threw a perfect pass to
der the lights at Torero Stadium. the Toreros up by 14.
m i
: # %
The Toreros played their first
After another Davidson punt,
'
* ,
night contest at home this year in USD started on the Wildcat 49%
i
«
' y •'
front of a crowd of 3,287 people yard line. Only a few plays later,
and they did not disappoint the Harney plunged in from 1 yard
large audience.
out to give Toreros a convincing
Davidson came into the con first quarter lead. The thirty-third
test having taken down ranked touchdown of Harney's two-year
Moorhead State the week prior, career at USD was historic, as
looking to upend a Toreros squad he became the Toreros' career
finally starting to hit its stride. scoring leader, replacing wide
USD, however, came ready to receiver Dylan Ching (1996-99).
play.
USD dominated their opponents
From the opening kickoff 21-0 in the opening stanza, hold
returned by junior wide receiver ing the Wildcats to only 11 yards
Nick Garton into Wildcats' terri of total offense.
tory, USD seized the momentum,
The Torero air attack high
USDTOREROS.COM
and never gave it back. On the lighted the second quarter. On a
first drive, junior running back drive set up by senior linebacker Evan Harney's three first
Evan Hamey accounted for 42 of Jeff Langdon's interception, quarter touchdowns led USD's
the team's 47 yards. He capped quarterback Todd Mortensen blowout of Davidson.
it off with a one yard plunge on found junior receiver Michael Gasperson on a fade route from
4th and goal, giving USD a 6-0 Gasperson on fourth down, who 15 yards out, continuing the To
lead. Freshman kicker Hutch made Wildcat defenders miss rero blowout of Davidson.
Parker added the first of six extra en route to the end zone, a 19Sophomore defensive back
points on the night to put USD yard catch and carry. The USD Scott Cooper broke up a Wildcat
ahead 7-0 less than 4 minutes defense proved dominant, as it pass on fourth down late in the
By Anthony Gentile
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second quarter to preserve the
first half shutout for USD. The
Toreros went into the locker
room up 42-0 at halftime. In the
first 30 minutes, USD used a bal
anced attack and had 282 yards
offensively. The defense limited
Davidson to 71 yards, only 13 of
which came through the air.
Most starters were finished at
halftime, and headlining the first
half massacre were Harney (18
carries, 86 yards, 3 touchdowns),
Mortensen (14 for 20, 170 yards
and 3 touchdown passes), and
Gasperson (5 catches, 87 yards,
3 touchdown catches).
In the second half, the crowd
was treated to some fresh faces,
getting a look at the future of
Torero football. If their play was
any indication, the success of
Torero football should continue
under coach Jim Harbaugh for
years to come.
In the final two quarters, three
quarterbacks saw action, fresh
man Joshua Johnson, sophomore
Walter Cale, and sophomore
David Perez. Each looked good
commanding the offense. Both
scores in the second half came
on the ground, one a 7-yard run
on a nice cutback run from fresh
man back Mark Cinciulli, and the
other a quarterback keeper by
Johnson from 1 yard out.

Defensively, senior defensive
back Mike Cuevas and sopho
more linebacker Jordan Johnson
each picked off the Wildcats in
the final 30 minutes. The defense
did not miss a beat despite dif
ferent personnel, preserving the
56-0 shutout. The win was the
team's third straight at Torero
Stadium, and it improved them
to 4-4 overall, 2-1 in PFL play.
Davidson dropped to 2-4, 1-1.
Hoping to win their third
straight game, USD travels next
week to face Butler in a PFL
North contest, before returning
home to host Dayton on Saturday
Nov. 6, at 7 p.m. With only one
loss, the Toreros have an outside
shot to win the PFL North divi
sion, and should be in the hunt
if they continue their dominant
play; in the past two games, they
have crushed their opponents by
a combined score of 105-14.
At Parents Weekend, USD
parents found out for themselves
what their children have probably
been writing home about since
the beginning of PFL play: the
Torero football team is for real.
The benefits of playing a tough
early season schedule are paying
off in the form of victories, as
USD is finding its mark coming
down the home stretch of the
2004 season.

